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. ¢! SPECIAL REPORT

Top 100 Independents

estaurants in the latest installment
of R&[s Top 100 Independents had
combined food-and-beverage sales
of $1.52 billion in 2008. In a roller
coaster of a year, aggregate sales
ended up essentially flat relative to 2007's
$1.53 billion.
Many individual operators reported losses
in 2008—a reflection of the recession’s grip
on diners’ travel and entertainment budgets.
Even so, $11 million in sales turned out to be
the minimum required to crack this year's list.
Tao Las Vegas, the top-ranking restaurant for
three years running, earned a very impressive
£68.4 million in F&B revenue in "08; how-
ever, it represented a modest 3% gain over
Tao Las Vegas' 2007 sales (by comparison,
the restaurant’s sales rose 20% from 2006
to 2007). The rest of the top five—including
New York City’s Tavern on the Green (for mare
on this operator, read “Seeing Green” on page
45)—also held onto their spots.
New to the list at No. 19: DeVito South
Beach, the Miami Beach collaboration by res-
taurateur David Manero and actor Danny

Buddakan, New York City DeVito. L
TAO LAS VEGAS : o) TAVERN ON THE GREEN © “J JOE'S STONE CRAB i 4|  SMITH & WOLLENSKY
RESTAURANT & NIGHTCLUB : Mew York City : J Miami Beach io—¢  Mew York City (Third Avenue)
Las Vegas : g :
'08 sales: $68,406,696 '08 sales: $34,221,691 : 08 sales: $28,827,328 : 08 sales: $28,595,000
Avg. dinner check: $72.00 Avg. dinner check: $65.66 i Avg. dinner check: $65.00 i Avg. dinner check: $88.00
Meals served: 785,000 Meals served: 476,899 1 Meals served: 320,000 1 Meals served: 387,000
Seats: 400 dining; 100 bar Seats: 1,500 dining : Seats: 450 dining; 30 bar : Seats: 420 dining
Square footage: 62,000 i Square footage: 27,000 : Seuare footage: N/A i Square footage: N/A
The buzz: Mark Andelbradt, formerly The buzz: The iconic restaurant's 25- :  The buzz: The family-owned, South  :  The buzz: Michael Stillman, son of
of Morimoto, took over as the new year aperating license ends Dec. 31; ; Florida icon also dees a big mail- : founder Alan Stillman, oversees par-
executive chef in summer 2008, : current owners are bidding to keep it. ;| order business. : ent company Fourth Wall Restaurants.
Web: taclasvegas.com : Web: tavernonthegreen.com © Web: joesstonecrab.com 1 Web: smithandwollensky.com
= TAO ASIAN BISTRO / OLD EBBITT GRILL : BUDDAKAN L8 GIBSONS BAR STEAKHOUSE
) Mew York City ') Washington, D.C. B MNew York City L) Chicago
'08 sales: $24,433,601 '08 sales: $23,330,827 '08 sales: $21,602,008 '08 sales: $20,753,314
Avg. dinner check: $74.00 Avg. dinner check: $24.00 ¢ Avg. dinner check: $78.00 . Avg. dinner check: $62.79
Meals served: 385 000 Meals served: 800,000 : Meals served: 237 808 : Meals served: 235,899
Seats: 300 dining; 35 bar Seats: 430 dining; 75 bar : Seats: 310 dining; 74 barflounge : Seats: 170 dining; 60 bar
Square footage: 10,500 Square footage: 18,000 : Snuare footage: 16,290 : Square footage: 8,725
The buzz: The East Coast's Tao The buzz: The current owner bought  :  The buzz: Buddakkan's popular dish- :  The buzz: Steaks may be the draw,
debuted five years before its wildly the now 153-year-old restaurant at an | es are now offered via owner Stephen @ but celebrity spotting also attracts
successful Las Vegas counterpart. auction for $11,000 in 1970, : Starr's new catering division. : locals and tourists alike,
Web: taorestaurant.com : Web: ebbitt.com ;. Web: buddakannyec.com : Web: gibsonssteakhouse.com
**RA&I estimate
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{) JOE'S SEAFOOD, PRIME

z STEAK & STONE CRAB
Chicago

'08 sales: $20,500,000**

Avg. dinner check: $68.00**

Meals served: 410,000%*

Seats: 335 total

Snuare footage: N/A

The buzz: The restaurant is an off-

shoot of the original Jog's Stone

Crab in Miami Beach.

Web: joes.net

| J SW STEAKHOUSE
) Las Vegas

'08 sales: $19,500,000%*

Avg. dinner check: $100.00**
Meals served: 170,000

Seats: 284 dining

Square footage: N/A

The buzz: Top-notch service is as
important as consistently delicious
steaks for Chef David Walzog.
Web: wynnlasvegas.com

| =/ RUMIJUNGLE
1 Las Vegas

'08 sales: $17,200,000%*

Avg. dinner check: $65.00**

Meals served: 300,000**

Seats: 433 total

Square footage: 20,000 g
The buzz: The dining room features a :
144-foot-long rum bar, and h'ansforms
into a nightclub after hours. 8
Web: mandalaybay. com

J BLUE FIN
Mew York City

'08 sales: $17,300,000**

Avg. dinner check: $62.00**
Meals served: 330,000

Seats: 400 dining

Square footage: 5,325

The buzz: This popular pre-theater
stop has a slesk design to match
its W Hotel environs.

Web: brguestrestaurants.com

‘) | MON AMI GABI
' —r LasVegas

'08 sales: $16,650,000**

Avg. dinner check: $60.00**
Meals served: 350,000%*

Seats: 450 total

Square footage: N/A

The buzz: With four other locations -
natiorwide, this classic French b|stro
almost qual|ﬂes as a chain. :
Web: monamigabi.com

J.€J ABE & LOUIE'S
4,0 ) Boston

'08 sales: $15,268,412

Avg. dinner check: $74.76

Meals served: 204,221

Seats: 160 dining; 22 bar

Square footage: 10,300

The buzz: Classic steakhouse offers
nearly a dozen prime cuts, with
signature sauces or melted cheese.
Web: abeandlouies.com

**RA&! estimate

H JOE'S SEAFOOD, PRIME
) STEAK & STONE CRAB
Las Vegas
'08 sales: $20,300,000%*
Avg. dinner check: $68 Do
Meals served: 400,000%*
Seats: 284 total
Square footage: N/A
The buzz: The stone crab draws tour-
ists to this Las Vegas unit located in
the Forum Shops at Caesars Palace.
Web: joes.net

| | SPARKS STEAK HOUSE
© MNew York ity

'08 sales: $19,400,000%*

Avg. dinner check: $23.00**

Meals served: 270,000**

Seats: 700 dining

Stuare footage: N/A

The buzz: This traditional steakhouse

is known as much for its storied past

as for its top-gquality beef.
Web: sparkssteakhouse.com

| ) PRIME STEAKHOUSE
L) Las Vegas

'08 sales: $17,877,624

Avg. dinner check: $138.00

Meals served: 129,548

Seats: 176 dining

Square footage: 6,325

The buzz: Jean-Gearges vongenchten's

opulent steakhouse at the Bellagio has

views of the hotel's famous fountains.
Web: jean-georges.com

)=} THE FOUR SEASONS
£, New York City

'08 sales: $17,250,000

Avg. dinner check: $144.00

Meals served: 103,000

Seats: 220 dining; 50 bar

Square footage: 17,000

The buzz: The restaurant is celebrat-
ing its 50th birthday this year with a
special $59 prix fixe menu.

Web: fourseasonsrestaurant.com

‘) " WOLFGANG PUCK
) GRAND CAFE
Lake Buena Vista, Fla.
'08 sales: $15,768,960
Avg. dinner check: $22.90
Meals served: 618,686
Seats: 425 dining; 45 bar
Square footage: 18,355
The buzz: Patrons who love Puck's
signature salmaon pizza also enjoy
the restaurant’s sushi bar.
Web: levyrestaurants.com

) TOP OF THE WORLD
Las Vegas

'08 sales: $15,248,037

Avg. dinner check: $87.00

Meals served: 124 468

Seats: 346 dining; 130 bar

Square footage: 7,200

The buzz: The restaurant sits atop
the Stratesphere tower; its Romance
Lounge offers live entertainment.
Web: topoftheworldiv.com
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I '| FULTON'S CRAB HOUSE
L[ Lake Buena Vista, Fla.

'08 sales: $20,140,933

Avg. dinner check: $44.92

Meals served: 421 519

Seats: 450 dining; 60 bar

Square footage: 28 844

The buzz: Despite its Downtown
Disney location, this restaurant
boasts a 2,000-bottle wine cellar.
Web: fultonscrabhouse.com

| = BOB CHINN'S CRAB HOUSE
| Wheeling, 1l

'08 sales: $19,242 677
Avg. dinner check: $34.61
Meals served: 652,991
Seats: 650 dining; 100 bar
Square footage: 19,950

The buzz: BEob Chinn's recently began

offering box lunches for delivery to
the local business-lunch crowd.
Web: bobchinns.com

| (') DEVITO SOUTH BEACH
L 7/ Miami Beach

'08 sales: $17,800,000%*

Avg. dinner check: $136.00**

Meals served: 140 000**

Seats: 250 total

Stuare footage: N/A

The buzz: David Manero partnered
with Danny DeVito to bring this Italian
haot spot to Ocean Drive in 2007,
Web: devitosouthbeach.com

1~ BLUE WATER GRILL
J New York City

'08 sales: $17,000,000%**
Avg. dinner check: $63.00**
Meals served: 295 000**
Seats: 400 dining

Square footage: MN/A

The buzz: The Chicago site just closed,

but this Union Square location is still
rolling out creative sushi and seafood.
Web: brguestrestaurants.com

=)+ ROCK CENTER CAFE
40 ) New York City

'08 sales: $15,701,400
Avg. dinner check: $39.75
Meals served: 335 708
Seats: 185 dining; 30 bar
Square footage: MN/A

The buzz: In winter, diners can watch

skaters on the Rockefeller Center
rink or ogle at the Christmas tree.
Web: patinagroup.com

4 ) SCOMA’S RESTAURANT
4

San Francisco

'08 sales: $15,229,280

Avg. dinner check: $40.00

Meals served: 281,000

Seats: 335 dining; 40 bar

Square footage: 15,354

The buzz: Chef Steve Scarabosio
celebrates his 24th year waorking for
the Bay Area mainstay.

Web: scomas.com

- ) MIX
u Las Vegas

'08 sales: $19,500,000**
Avg. dinner check: $90.00**
Meals served: 190,000
Seats: 250 dining

Square footage: N/A&

The buzz: Alain Ducasse serves up

French and American cuisine in the
stunning all-white space.
Web: mandalaybay.com

# PRIME ONE TWELVE
" ) Miami Beach

'08 sales: $18,900,000%*

Avg. dinner check: $105.00**
Meals served: 155,000**

Seats: 138 total

Square footage: N/A

The buzz: This is one of four
restaurants owned by Myles Chefetz
an the same tony block.

Web: primell2.com

2 )ity

'08 sales: $17,324,066
Avg. dinner check: $144.12
Meals served: 138,790
Seats: 150 dining

Square footage: N/A

© The buzz: In ‘08, the NYG landmark

closed for three weeks to renovate its
bar and upstairs dining room.
Web: 21club.com

Rock Center Caféi

~ )=/ THE SLANTED DOOR
.)/San Francisco

'08 sales: $15,495,332

Avg. dinner check: 44.00

Meals served: 340,000

Seats: 150 dining; 24 bar

Square footage: N/A

The buzz: Cwner Charles Phan has
recently grown his San Francisco
empire to five restaurants.

Web: slanteddoor.com

GIBSONS BAR STEAKHOUSE

4 | Rosemont, Il

'08 sales: $15,201,119
Avg. dinner check: $59.01
Meals served: 250,470
Seats: 200 dining; 60 bar
Square footage: 10,500

The buzz: Patrons pack the house

for huge steaks before shows at the
Rosemont Theater.
Web: gibsonssteakhouse.com

=44
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") SKYCITY AT THE NEEDLE
Seattle

'08 sales: $15,116,739

Avg. dinner check: $54.48

Meals served: 277,448

Seats: 270 dining

Snuare footage: N/A

The buzz: Cver the past 18 months,
Ghef Jeff Maxfield has transitioned
to a Pacific Morthwest menu.

Web: spaceneedle.com

4/~ HUGD'S FROG BAR &
J.C ) FISH HOUSE
Chicago

'08 sales: 14,647,815
Avg. dinner check: $56.92
Meals served: 245,169
Seats: 205 dining; 65 bar
Square footage: 14,050
The buzz: Regulars at the nautical-
themed restaurant know to ask for the'
daily changing seafood specials. ;
Web: hugosfrogbar.com

'jf THE MANOR

) 7/ West Orange, N.J.
'08 sales: $14,500,000%*
Avg. dinner check: $70.00*
Meals served: 219,000%*
Seats: 1,200 dining
Square footage: NA
The buzz: The Manor grows produce
to use in its dishes in an on-site
garden.
Web: themanorrestaurant.com

154 GLADSTONE'S MALIBU
© . ) Los Angeles

'08 sales: $14,100,000**

Avg. dinner check: $25.00**

Meals served: 575,000

Seats: 720 dining

Square footage: N/A g
The buzz: Gladstone's uses its website :
to publicize it's many promotions and
festive events. :
Web: gladstones.com

| THE MILLERIDGE INN
Jericho, N.Y.

'08 sales: $13,478,242

Avg. dinner check: $40.84

Meals served: 330,000

Seats: 1,040 dining; 40 bar

Square footage: 42,000

The buzz: Private events are the spe-
cialty at this large, Colonial-themed
restaurant on Long Island.

Web: milleridge.com

r CARMINE'S
) L Atlantic City

'08 sales: $13,000,000**

Avg. dinner check: $38.00**

Meals served: 298,000**

Seats: 480 dining

Square footage: NA B
The buzz: This traditional steakhouse :
is known as much for its storied past :
as for its top-quality beef. 8
Web: carminesnyc.com

**R&! estimate
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") DELMONICO STEAKHOUSE
I )‘ ") Las Vegas

'08 sales: $15,100,000**

Avg. dinner check: $230.00**

Meals served: 190,000%*

Seats: 380 dining

Stquare footage: MN/A

The buzz: Emeril Lagasse serves up
steaks with Crecle flair at this steak-

house in The Venetian Hotel & Casino.:

Web: emerils.com

)~/ VENUS DE MILO
J RESTAURANT
Swansea, Mass.

'08 sales: $14,550,774
Avg. dinner check: $30.00
Meals served: 500,000
Seats: 300 dining; 50 bar
Stuare footage: 71,000
The buzz: Midweek dinner specials

range from $9.95 chicken parmigiana

to $17.95 lobster casserole.
Web: venusdemilo.com

1 ( THE LOBSTER HOUSE
= i )Cape May, M.J.

'08 sales: $14,448 359

Avg. dinner check: $33.00
Meals served: 321,699

Seats: 500 dining; 24 bar
Square footage: 49 445

The buzz: This restaurant on the

Jersey shore has its own fleet of boatsé

for catching the freshest seafood.
Web: thelobsterhouse.com

1 CRAFTSTEAK
¢ ¢ Las Vegas

'08 sales: $14,000,000**

Avg. dinner check: $20.00**

Meals served: 125,000%*

Seats: 320 dining

Snuare footage: N/A

The buzz: Tom Colicchio of Top
Chef fame recently opened his third
Craftsteak at Foxwoods Casino.
Web: craftrestaurant.com

©) ZEHNDER'S OF

© FRANKENMUTH
Frankenmuth, Mich.

'08 sales: $12,390,685

Avg. dinner check: $13.85

Meals served: 966,835

Seats: 1,025 dining; 75 bar

Square footage: 80,000

The buzz: Mother's Day is big at

Zehnder's, a restaurant known for its

all-you-can-eat chicken dinners.
Web: zehnders.com

= =) PHILLIPS HARBORPLACE

| " Baltimore

'08 sales: $12,997 316
Avg. dinner check: $29.91
Meals served: 434 547
Seats: 920 dining

Snuare footage: 18,000

The buzz: Phillips' brand has reached
beyond its Inner Harbor roots to land
products in supermarkets nationwide. :

Web: phillipsseafood.com
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“J | BALTHAZAR
b= New York City

'08 sales: $15,000,000**

Avg. dinner check: $60.00**

Meals served: 250,000

Seats: 180 dining; 25 bar

Square footage: N/A

The buzz: Keith McMally's SoHo bis-
tro offers menus for every daypart,
from breakfast to after-hours.

Web: balthazarny.com

) SPICE MARKET
J 00 ) Mew York City

'08 sales: $14,513,093
Avg. dinner check: $62.51
Meals served: 232 000**
Seats: 313 dining; 22 bar
Square footage: 15,000

The buzz: Jean-Georges Vongerichten a

draws menu inspiration from the
street food of Southeast Asia.
Web: spicemarketnewyork.com

COFFEE SHOP
=& L New York City

'08 sales: $14,391,260

Avg. dinner check: $25.00
Meals served: 400,000

Seats: 225 dining; 45 bar
Stuare footage: 6,500

The buzz: Relatively inexpensive
dishes and sidewalk seating continue :
to attract the Union Square crowd.  ©
Web: M/A

|5 DEL POSTO
v .} New York City

'08 sales: $14,000,000

Avg. dinner check: $125.00
Meals served: 112 000**

Seats: 135 dining; 40 bar
Square footage: 13,000

The buzz: Mario Batali, with Joe 8
Bastianich and Lidia Bastianich, has E
created a place honoring Italian food.
Web: delposto.com

1 lf) THE ANGUS BARN
= 7/ Raleigh, M.C.

'08 sales: $13,164,205
Avg. dinner check: $55.98
Meals served: 235,159
Seats: 550 dining; 150 bar
Square footage: 35,000
The buzz: A barrel of apples by the door
welcomnes diners to this family-friandly:
spot. :
Web: angusbarn.com

= “J MORIMOTO
! ) New York City

'08 sales: $12,926,891

Avg. dinner check: $95.00
Meals served: 115,021

Seats: 187 diningy 12 bar
Square footage: N/A

The buzz: Iron Chef Masaharu
Morimoto delivers high-style Japanese :
cuisine in a zen-modern dining space. :
Web: morimotonyc.com :
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“J = JUNIOR'S
) ) Mew York City (Brooklyn)

'08 sales: $14,800,000**
Avg. dinner check: $23.00**
Meals served: 780,000
Seats: 400 dining; 20 bar
Square footage: N/A&

The buzz: Last year Junior's opened

its first location outside of New York
at Foxwoods Casino in Connecticut.
Web: juniorschessacake.com

-
-

Spice Market

| “) CHINA GRILL
= 4 las Vegas
'08 sales: $14,300,000%*
Avg. dinner check: $45.00**
Meals served: 255,000**
Seats: 302 dining
Square footage: N/A

i The buzz: The Mandalay Bay casino

outlet is one of five China Grills Jeffray
Chodarow owns in the United States.
Web: chinagrillmgmt.com

CHOPS LOBSTER BAR
v [ Atlanta

'08 sales: $13,500,000**
Avg. dinner check: $77.00%*
Meals served: 174,000**
Seats: 300 dining; 41 bar
Square footage: N/A

: The buzz: The only Atlanta spot on the

list serves up steak and seafood in a
classic dark-wood dining room.
Web: chopslobsterbar.com

GRAND CENTRAL OYSTER
~) | JBAR & RESTAURANT
New York City
'08 sales: $13,100,000%
Avg. dinner check: $48.00%*
Meals served: 379,000
Seats: 269 dining; 65 bar
Square footage: N/A
The buzz: This historic New York
restaurant serves up raw oysters in a
cavernous dining room.
Web: oysterbarny.com

= 4| ST.ELMO STEAK HOUSE

J= ¢ Indianapolis

'08 sales: $12,900,000**
Avg. dinner check: $71.00%*
Meals served: 175,000%*
Seats: 320 dining; 40 bar
Square footage: N/A

The buzz: St. Elmo is offering a spe-

cial threecourse $30 steak dinner
every Sunday in 2009,
Web: stelmos.com
=45
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